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MY NAME’S IRA. IN THE LAST 
TWO DAYS, I GOT OUT OF PRISON, 
STARTED TO DRIVE HOME TO OKLAHOMA 
WITH My UNCLE CHARLEY, 


HEY, 
WAKE UP. 
WANNA HEAR 
A STORY? 


WE GOT 
CARJACKED, I FOUND 
A BODY IN OUR TRUNK, 
WE PICKED TWO GIRLS WHO 
BROKE OUR HEARTS AND 
STOLE OUR WALLETS, WE 
DITCHED THE CAR AND BODY, 
AND ARE HITCHING A RIDE 
BACK HOME WITH THIS 
TRUCKER, ONLY I DON’T 
REMEMBER A LITTLE 
GIRL RIDING 


UT THE 
REFLECTION OF 


ASAD AND SICKLY 


<q 
ONCE, A YOUNG PRINCE STARING BACK. THE 


WAS TRAVELING THROUGH a aye 
THE WOODS WHEN HE WAS CAPTURED Rosy 
BY BANDITS! THEY TIED THE PRINCE TO BUT EACH TINE HE” 
THEIR HORSES, AND MADE HIM WALK STOPPED TO DRINK, 
ALONG BEHIND a AS THEY RODE, THE SAD GIRL’S 
SHOUTING CRUELTIES AND INSULTS yes 
‘AT HIM. THEY CALLED HIM A LOWLY bere ae 
PEASANT GIRL, AND WHEN THE PRINCE GREW TO HATE 
WAS TO KNEEL DOWN TO DRINK cHE MASE HS 
FROM A NEARBY POND, BETWEEN HEART TURNING 
THEIR CRUELTIES, HE INDEED COLENANE 
SAW, NOT HIS REFLECTION... 


ONE DAY, 
THE PRINCE AWOKE TO 
FIND THE BANDITS HAD 
MOVED ON, AND HE WAS FREE! 
BUT THE PRINCE HAD LOST 
HIS WAY IN THESE WOODS, AND 
WAS UNCERTAIN WITH HOW 
™ TO GET HOME. 


HE WAS FURTHER = 
SADDENED TO SEE THE SAD JA 
MAIDEN’S REFLECTION, WHICH GREW 
MORE SICKLY WITH EACH DRINK 
HE TOOK, WAS STILL (7 THE YOUNG PRINCE CURSED THE 


5 
WITH HIM. MAIDEN AS THE BANDITS HAD ONCE CURSED HIM, Vgmmmy” THE PRINCE 
NOW BELIEVING HE MUST REALLY HAVE TURNED — “BROKE DOWN IN 


INTO A SAD PEASANT GIRL. DESPAIR, OVER A 
7 HEART FILLED WITH 
SUCH SHAME, AT 
LOSING HIS OWN 
REFLECTION. 


SUDDENLY, THE 
PRINCE HEARD A 
STRANGE SNORTING 
SOUND. HE WALKED 
OVER TO A DEEP PIT AND 
FOUND A WILD BOAR IN 
THE BOTTOM. 


ALTHOUGH IT 
PUZZLED THE PRINCE 
WHY A MAGIC BOAR WOULD 
NEED ANYONE’S HELP 
THE PRINCE AGREED, 

AND PULLED T 


THE BOAR 
WAS A MAGICAL 
BOAR AND SAID 

IF THE PRINCE 
WOULD FASHION 
A ROPE FROM 
SOME VINES AND 
PULL HIM OUT, 


HE WOULD GRANT 


THE PRINCE 
AWISH! 


THE MAGIC BOAR 
THEN ASKED WHAT THE 
PRINCE WISHED FOR, 
AND THE PRINCE TOLD 
HIS TALE OF WOE; OF THE 
BANDIT, OF BEING LOST, AND 
LOSING HIS REFLECTION. 
HELP ME?” THE 
ICE ASKED. 


THE BOAR 
LAUGHED, SAYING HOW 
LUCKY THE PRINCE WAS/ “LUCKY” 
REPLIED THE PUZZLED PRINCE? 
“YES” SAID THE BOAR. “EVERY MAN 
HAS A MAIDEN IN HIS REFLECTION, 
ONLY MOST CANNOT SEE HER. YOUR 
MAIDEN HAS ALLOWED YOU TO 
SEE HER, BUT SHE 
IS SICK. 


TO HEAL 
HER, YOU MUST KNEEL 
DOWN AND KISS THE 
MAIDEN’S REFLECTION. 
‘THE RIPPLES WILL DISSOLVE, 
TURNING THE SAD MAIDEN 
INTO A PEACEFUL PRINCESS! 
AND WHENEVER YOU FIND 
YOURSELF LOST, SHE 
WILL GUIDE YOU 
HOME. 


YEAH, 
JUST HAD A 
WEIRD DREAM. 


WHAT WAS 
IT ABOUT? 


I THINK IT HAD 
SOMETHING TO DO 

WITH A “PRINCI 
STOPS TREATING 


WHO KNOWS. BUT 
I THINK CHARLEY APPEARED 
AS A MAGIC TALKING PIG. 
AND THERE WAS SOMETHING 
ABOUT A MAIDEN. 


IT’S GETTING FUZZY 
NOW. I FORGET. 
FOUND SOME BODY'S 
S’OKAY. I USED TO AROUND TOWN, AND THE HEADS 
HAVE DREAMS ABOUT TURNED UP IN MY BACKYARD. I 
‘ALL THOSE LEAGUE TOLD THEM I DON’T KNOW HOW. MUST'VE 
HASSELS. BEEN 5 OR 6 THEY DUG UP. AND OF 
COURSE I GET THE BLAME. 
5 MERLE FOLDGER: SERIAL KILLER! 
OVER RUEKING STUFF? GIVE ME A BREAK!!! NOBODY 
UNDERSTANDS ME. 
HELL NO. 
JUST USED TO 
GET HASSLED 
A BY THE COPS 
ALOT. 


WELL THEY CAN 
DANCE WITH MY ONE-EYED 
SAILOR!” HEH, HEH, SCREW 
THE COPS. SCREW ‘EM 
ALL!!! RIGHT?! 


IRA, I THINK YOU UNDERSTAND q/\ 
‘ME, IT CAN GET PRETTY LONESOME OUT 
ON THE ROAD, BUT WE’LLSURVIVE, CAUSE 
WE’RE ALIKE, RIGHT? LISTEN, I WANT YOU 
TO REACH DOWN HERE AND FEEL 
‘MY LITTLE BUDDY HERE ‘KAY? 


LITTLE FRIEND GEORGE | 
SMARTER, BUT LENNY’S 
PURE ANIMAL 
INSTINCT! 


ATTACKS 
END GEO! 


THE INSTINCT 


uy PIS) on FE 


I FEEL BAD ABOUT 
THE TRUCKER. MAYBE IF WE EXPLAIN 
TO THESE OFFICERS- 


vos 


BALONEY 
OF YOURS. 


, 


oa 
fae 


STC 

BOYS. BACK YOU STOPPED 

HERE, BEHIND STOPPE! 
YOU. 


SOMETIMES YOU 
THINK YOU CAN HIDE IT, 


NHEN 
UR GUARD 
AND RELAX... 


IF THE 
ND OUT I WAS 
NARCOLEPTIC, I'D 
BE CANNED! 


Guys THIS 
BETWEEN US? 


WE’RE SECRET 
EXPERTS. MUM’S 
THE WORD: 


AW JEEZ, YOU THINK ID 
ME AND THE LET JUST ANYBODY 
BOYS HERE DRIVE MY RIG? 


WELL, I 
GET IN: ® a GUESS SOMEBODY 
UU BOYS ARE LUCKY ‘ Gi iG : FOUND IT 
I DON’T TURN Y ics 
8 


UTT: R 
PIGS RIGHT * 


OSE HEADS WANTED 
CUT ‘EM OFF! 


THEIR HEADS 
WERE NAUGHTY PUPPIES WHO 
NEEDED TO BE SEPERATED FROM 
THEIR BO! 
DESIRES! 


BUT IT 
1 SMALL. AND 
IT SMELLS! 


SHOULD’VE 
THOUGHT OF THAT BEFORE 
U CROAKED “IM. 


yT YOU 
VER SHUT UP? YOU 


BURY MY BODIES ROT FOR ALL Ic 
AFTERWARDS. S’LONG BOYS. 


NOBODY 
UNDERSTANDS ME. 


ULD BE DAYS 
UNTIL SOMEONE 
FINDS US 
YEAH, AND WE 
EXPLAIN WHAT 
THE “CORPSE IN 
PAJAMAS” | ING IN 
THE BACK 
OLD 


OU’RE RIGHT. THEY 
ARE PAJAMAS, AREN’T THEY! OBVIOUSLY, A 
WEARING BLUE LONG JOHNS WITH BIG YELLOW POLKA 
DOTS - THOSE ARE DEFINITELY PAJAMA COLOR 
DEFINITELY. DON’T YOU THINK? WOULDN 
THOSE IN PUBLIC! NOPE. 


CHARLEY, WHAT WAS 
HE DOING OUT IN THE 
WOODS IN HIS PAJAMAS? 


Broadminded 
could get you killed. 


HEY Guys, MY BUDDY 
2 TRA HERE TELLS ME ALL 
MeHETS SEE HOW VERY you MEXICANS ARE A BUNCH OF 
BROADMINDED FAIRIES WHO NEEDS SOCIAL 
BALONEY. PROGRAMS BECAUSE YOU'RE 
TOO WEAK TO GET OFF YOUR ASS 
N’ GET REAL JOBS; INSTEA 
BOOSTING CARS. I GIVE YOU MORE 
CREDIT. 


LISTEN KID, 


GEE YOUR 
BROADMINDED GARBAGE 
ISN'T WORKING SO 
WELL IN THE REAL 
WORLD IS IT? 


WHAT? TALK ME OH, YOU LIBERALS 
TO DEATH? TALK BIG IN PRIVATE, 
BUT I’M NOT AFRAID 
THINGS OUT LOUD/ 
WHOEVER- THEY RES 
TELLING IT LIKE IT |! 
WHAT MAKES THIS COUNTRY- 


CHOP SHOP, 
OUT WITH US AT THE BIG 
LOW RIDER CAR SHOW 
RROW.. 


-WHILE PUTA 
HERE HEALS UP, 


HHH, 
THANK ME 
LATER 


URE RIGHT, 

RLEY, I HAVE 
T TOUCH WITH 
MY FEMININE 


I’M SORRY 
ANNIE, IT’S JUST NOT 
THAT SIMPLE. 


NORTH TEXAS LOW 


RIDER CAR SHOW ONE OF THE 


GUYS, ROY, SAYS 
HE’S GOING TO DETAIL 
OUR CAR AND ENTER IT 

FEEL CLOSE IN THE CAR SHOW. NOW 
TO THESE PEOPLE THAT THE BODY’S OUT MAYBE 
CHARLE HE CAN GET THE 
MOM’S A HALF MEXICAN, AND TEETH OFF. 
AND THEY CONSIDER ME A NICE GUY. 


GRINGO”, BUT IT FEELS 
LIKE HOME AS MUCH 
AS OKLAHOMA. THE SHOW. 


HMM...SOME OF 
THIS GUYS LOOK 
PRETTY TOUGH. I HOP 
A COUPLE OF WHITE 
BOYS LIKE US 
WON'T RUFFLE 
ANY FEATHERS. 


EXACTLY. THEY’ 
PROBABLY JUST EX 


JESUS ANNIE 
YOU STARTLED ME 
WHAT’S UP? 


KNEW SOMETHING 
WAS PISSING PEOPLE 


NO. 
THEY'RE 


YOUR 
WALLOW IN SIN WITH ME, 


WHAT ABOUT 
CHATO AND YOUR 
SPEECH ABOUT 
SHARING YOUR HEART 
WITH A NICE GUY? 


THAT'S ITI! 


ANNIE, IVE GOTTA 
GO AND SAVE ME AND 
CHARLEY’S BUTT! 


WE BOTH COULD’VE HURT 
CHATO, WHICH WOULD’VE BEEN LIKE 
TRAVELING BACK IN TIME AND HURTING 
MYSELF AGAIN, BUT I’M STRONGER 
THAN THAT NOW! 


I’M SURPRISED THEY 
CALLED OFF THAT GANG 
MEETING. OH WELL, GUESS 
ILL GO DROP A LOAD. SIGH. 


SAID HE MEANT 
NOTHING TO 


THIS IS HOW I 
SHOW IT. THE IRA L 
USED TO KNOW WOULD‘VE 
NEVER SUNK TO THIS! 


KNOW WHAT SHE I’M THE ONE WHO'S SORRY!!! SORRY I/M 
WANTS,... NEITHER DO SO @*96¢/# WORTHLESS IT TAKES A 54 THUNDERBIRD 
I... I DON iow TO GET A STINKIN GIRLFRIEND!!! 
WHAT ELSE TO 
DO BUT SAY, 


IF YOU'RE SORRY, YOU 
WOULDN‘T’VE. 


LISTEN CHATO, 
I KNOW YOU WON’T 
BELIEVE THIS, BUT I KNOW 
ANNIE SHARES A CLOSENESS 
WITH NICE GUYS, SHE WON'T 
ALLOW WITH BIG STUPID 
JERKS! 


BUT SHE 


THE JERKS!!! 


SO HE WISHES 
HE WAS ME, SOT 
‘COME OUT AHEAD! 


BRO - IF 
YOU GIVE ME A BODY, 
I THROW IN SOME WHEELS 
TO GET YOU BACK 
HOME... 


STILL SLEEPS WITH) GIVES HIM SH2<7 


YEAH, BUT WHAT DO YOU 
THINK THEY TALK ABOUT IN BED? SHE 

‘OR NOT BEING A MORE 
SENSITIVE JERK, TRIES TO CHANGE HIM- 


SLEEP WITH JERKS, BUT 
SHE KEEPS COMING BACK 
TO GUYS LIKE YOU, I’M 
CONCERNED IF YOU JOIN 
THIS GANG, YOULL BECOME 
THE KIND OF JERK ANNIE 
WILL SLEEP WITH BUT 
NOT LOVE, 


THEN LISTEN, 
I KNOW YOUR 


GANG'S ABOUT TO 
WASTE ME AND 
CHARLEY, IF I CAN 
GET YOU A BODY: 
CAN PRETEND YOU! 
KILLED. 


CAN YOU 
HELP ME AND 
CHARLEY SNEAK OUTTA 
HERE BEFORE 


TOO BAD WE 

DIDN'T WIN THIRD 

PLACE FOR MOST 

“WHACKED-OUT 
CAR”. 


HEY IT’S I CUSTOMIZED 
ROY! WHA’D YOU IT MYSELF! I GOT THE 
DO TO OUR IDEA FROM THE SHOE 
BUICK? AND TEETH. THEY WERE 
MY INSPIRATION! IVE 
BEEN WORKING ON IT ALL 
MORNING. THE JUDGES 
SAID IT WAS THE MOST 
WHACKED - OUT CAR 
OF THE WHOLE SHOW. 
THANK IRA/// 


DON’T WORRY, 
I’M GIVING ROY OUR 
CAR. CHATO’S GOT 

AN OLD FORD WE CAN 

GET HOME IN. 


YOU SHOULD 
WE WON SECOND! GET HALF THE 
AND SINCE IT WAS BUCKS, RIGHT?, 

YOUR CAR THAT 

DID IT... 


THE JOURNEY’S END IS AT 
HAND. I HAVE COMPLETED THE 
THREE TRIALS OF MANHOOD, THE 
THREE PEES. I’VE RID THE BODY OF THE 
PROVERBIAL BAG OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS 
OR THE TRUNK. IVE SAVED MY AND 
CHARLEY’S BUTTS AND MADE MONEY 
TO BOOT. TODAY I AMA MAN. 


FOR THESE ALONE 
DO NOT A MAN MAKE, 
NAY THEY ARE BUT WORLDLY 
TRIFLES. ‘TIS NOT FOR THE 
WORLD I DO THESE DEEDS. 
‘TIS MYSELF YES- 
WILL YOU 
SHUT-UP ALREADY 
AND GET IN THE 


> 


ais ALL THIS 
ify) TESTOSTERONE! 
af 


ALSO L 
WANNA THANK 
YOU FOR “HELPING” 


BOy, I TELL YA 
KID, WHEN CHATO CATCHES 
YOU RED-HANDED BOINKING 
HIS GIRL, YOU GOT THE BALLS 
TO TALK HIM INTO HELPING US. 
LOSE A BODY AND GIT OUTTA 
TOWN- AND IT WORKS! I KNEW 
THAT MOUTH OF YOURS HAD 
TO BE GOOD FOR 
SOMETHING! 


HERE WE 
ARE! YOU 


NEVER COULD 
STAND ME, BUT 


NO BUT 
THE RIDE BACK 
May 


TO BE WEIRD, 


EXPECTED! 


WHAT'S 


FRANKENFURTER SING THAT, 
’S CREEPY 
THE POINT 
IS I’M NOT 
SUPPOSED 


THAT’S S 
OVIE MAKE 
I DON’T THI 


AND WHY IS 
NFURTER 


BORED. WHEN DOE! 
THIS THING END? 


NO PETE. 
YOU. ME. 
EVERYTHING. 
ALL OF IT. 

> SIMPLE! 


IRA, WHAT 
ARE YOU TALKIN‘ 
ABOUT’ 


a are rae ye a 
cae PURI, T hae 
ar 
AT LEAST : u Gt | 


WE MADE IT BACK ) ut me \, ff 
BEFORE SUNRISE... A YEAH, JUST IN ' 
TIME TO SEE EVERYONE LOSE 
THEIR FARMS. GOODY. 


HEY CHARLEY 
WHAT'S UP? CHARLEY. 


| \ 

IRA, WHAT'S . 4 
=>; 
ks 


iN 


TLL TELL 
YOU PETE. THIS: 


NOW REMEMBER, IBID FOR ED STEVENS’ 
WE‘RE NOT THE BAD GUYS HER! TRACTOR HERE? SEVENTYFIVE 
IF YOU'RE NOT MAKING A LIVIN ‘SEVENTYFIVESEVENTYFIVE 
SOMEBODY'S GOTTA BUY EIGTHEIGHTSEVENTY 
THIS STUFF. 


HE’S RIGHT. 

IT’S NOT HIS FAULT. EVEN 
IF HE IS BEING OBNOXIOUS 
ABOUT IT. BUT NOBODY HERE 
WILL SEE THAT. NOBODY 
EVEN HEARS ME. 


THINK YOU'RE OLD 
ENOUGH TO HEAR 
THE TRUTH... 


N WHAT/RE 
P THERE 368? Jim 


WHO SAID 
THAT? I’LL REMEMBER 
YOU, WHEN YOU COME 


RIGHT 
OUT HERE? 


NOTA 
GODDAMNED 
THING. 


<¢ 


OLD BASTARD! 
BE 
THE BUM 
YOU'RE HIS 
FAVORITE. 


IT MEAN 
URE PART « 
ME NOW. JUS 


LOOK AT THAT 
RAFT “LENNY.” 
FOCUS ALL ¥ 
ATTENTION 
RAFT, AND S: 
U AND ME WILL 


"THE MAGIC BOAR THEN 


Send letters to: “HEADlines” 4363 Hazel Avenue, Suite 1-285, 
Fair Oaks, California, 95628 (nghtime@aol.com). 


hanks to all who sent in 
euphemisms for The Nasty and 
.: The Nasty Body Parts, especially 
\, Elon Bartlett and Jen M., who are 
sick puppies indeed. 


Sam & Co., 

Hi everybody. To confirm your suspicions, FOM 
#2 did indeed open up a can of wriggling, putrid 
worms. | am constantly debating this issue with my 
male friends, and unfortunately they now have your 
written documentation to fall back on. Crap! Men 
seem to have this idea that all women are like Annie 
and Reebie, when in fact, there is only a small minority 
of females who actually seek out money, muscles, and 
machismo. Then you guys get all defensive and try to 
act like this is what every girl wants. Sorry, wrong 
answer. | think most women just want someone who 
makes us laugh and cares about who we are—the rest 
takes care of itself. 

Women are attracted to the innate qualities that 
define a man—the sexy “maleness” that is a natural 
consequence of being a man, as opposed to the 
extremely transparent posturing and bluffing many 
guys use to “impress” women. Those are the guys 
who eventually meet up with the aforementioned 
Queen Bitch prototype and live happily ever after. In 
the real world, you fall down a lot before you learn to 
walk. And the more advanced the mode of transporta- 
tion (running, skating, biking, driving), the more 
chances there are to crash and burn. Get it? It takes 
a lot of crap to get to where you're supposed to be, 
but you learn from it instead of getting pissed off. 

Whatever. | think you need to follow up on Mike's 
suggestion (editorial in HEADlines #2) and get a 
female to spill her guys about what we think men 
want. | think women have the same problems, but 
we're up against the celluloid fantasy (svelte, sensu- 
ous, sleazy, blonde with clear blue eyes and perky dou- 
ble D's) as opposed to the macho man. Pain in the 
ass. How does this species ever procreate?!? 

One last thing—I just wanted to say that FOM is 
quite capable of standing on its own laurels—all this 
emotional crap is deliciously exciting. What about a 
contest to re-name FOM? (Maxx's Marvelous 
Emporium of the Misogynistic and Macabre—just kid- 
ding.). 

Thanks for the brain candy, 

Jen M. 

Boston, MA 
P.S. You guys are my heroes, for writing and illustrat- 
ing the most intense, direct, stimulating (!!!) and twist- 
ed comic in the industry. And thanks for printing my 
poem about the exploding fairies so long ago. It was 
neat to see it! 
Dear Sam, 


When | found FOM #2 in my local comic store, | 
wasn't quite sure what it was going to be like, not 
being able to flick through the book. | bought it on the 
faith | have in you after The Maxx, even though I'm still 
trying to get hold of some of those issues, as being a 
British fan it is difficult to get hold of pretty much any- 
thing. The Maxx was an amazing series of books 
which | related to a great deal over the last couple of 
years. As a girl, it was surprising to my friends that | 
would buy comics and ordinarily | wouldn't, but after 
seeing the “Oddities” series when | was in Delaware 
three summers ago, | became addicted. Now FOM 
was introduced and, true to form, it is easy to relate 
to. It was difficult to get into at first read, simply 
because | didn’t know what to expect, but by the end 
of the book, | was as hooked as | was with The Maxx 
itself! Congratulations, it's a definite hit! 

Well, | hope hearing from a British fan helps you 
to realize how popular your work is. 

Yours, 
Emma Rankin 
Wirral, England 


Dear Mr. Kieth, 

When | bought Issue #2 of FOM, it was originally 
just to get your address, but let me tell you that it was 
great. Of course | had to read it, it was staring me in 
the face and calling out “Read me.” Your ability to 
make Charley and Ira so human amazes me. And, not 
unlike everyone else who has reacted to this book, | 
too found some similarities between the two of them 
and myself. 

Devoted Maxxhead, 
Michael J. Frescott 
Kings Park, NY 


Dear Sam Kieth, 
| just got done reading FOM #2 and | found it 

insanely good. By that | mean, it was so good, it was 
crazy. The battle between the liberal and conservative 
minds of Ira and Charley was great. Also, | liked the 
little sexual contest between the two. Your comic is 
the most original and most ass-kicking comic book of 
all time. One thing that makes The Maxx so good is 
that | can relate to a lot of the characters who have 
such sh***y lives. Thank you Sam Kieth for creating 
the only thing | ever read. 

Somewhat sanely yours, 

Clint Gold 

Kirkland, WA 


Dear HEADlines, 

FOM has quickly become my preferred reading 
over The Maxx, although The Maxx #26 and 27 both 
left me speechless. Comics for “more mature read- 
ers” are feeling like fine, thought-provoking literature, 
with fine, thought-provoking art along for the incredible 


_— <r 88 > ee 


ride. Thank you for your honesty. 

By the way, Chris Gennaro was absolutely right 
that FOM can stand on its own, and that it could use 
its own title. 


Sincerely, 
Elon Bartlett 
Santa Cruz, CA 


This next letter is from the guy who thought up 
“HEADIines” as the title for the letter column. 
Thanks, guy. 

Dear Mr. Kieth, 

| must admit, | looked to see what the letter col- 
umn was titled before | read the story. | truly appreci- 
ate your use of my suggestion. 

FOM #2 quite simply blew me away. Intelligent 
examination of the concept of “mantiness” often disin- 
tegrates into simple conceptualizations like Charlie 
and Ira’s bird vs. buffalo. | believe that “real” manili- 
ness lies somewhere in-between. 

Have you ever heard the saying, “You're not what 
you think you are. You're not what others think you 
are. You're what you think others think you are.” | 
feel that this definitely applies to Ira and his attempts 
to forget what happened to him in prison. It applies to 
most anyone who has been “institutionalized.” The 
institution thinks that you're refuse and, before long, 
you agree. 

Well | could go on and on, and it seems | often 
do. Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts 
with you and, as always, thank you so much for shar- 
ing yours with us. 

Sincerely, 
Brian R. Dixon 
Upper Marlboro, MD 


Mr. Kieth, 

Yes, FOM could stand alone as a book. In fact, | 
wish this title had been around 15 years ago. Maybe 
then | wouldn't be such an “Ira” today. This is a great 
book! Not only entertaining, but also cheap, effective 
therapy. 

Thanks, 

Steve Campbell 

Omaha, NE 
The way you use “Ira” as a thing to “become,” a 
kind of insult, reminds me of how difficult it’s 
been for me to have compassion for my male 
characters—especi: somebody as weak and 
passive as Ira in the beginning of this story. But 
it looks like he finally found some peace. 


Hi Sam, 
| just wrote to say that FOM is my favorite comic 

now, but | would have to agree with Chris Gennaro. | 
think this comic needs to stand on its own, and in 
order to do that | think it needs a new name. May! 
suggest Sam Kieth Presents? 

Cya later, 

Brandon Aylward 

Simi Valley, CA 


Hi Sam, 

Wow! In FOM you show an amazing understand- 
ing of people's relationships, expressing them so lucid- 
ly with your legendary comic skills. | can't express 
how important your storytelling is to me at this 
moment! 

I'm the good ol’ “dreamer” hanging out with the 
“realist” blokes. Heaps of the tensions in FOM ring 
bells in my own experiences. When the tire burst in 
FOM #2, and everyone yelled “SHUT UP!” at Ira, | 


remembered people bagging me out for my constant 
thinking! 

It's easy to hate other people's differences. | 
really respect the way your storytelling shows respect 
for people's different goals and personalities. Ira 
made a good choice when he said “! don’t agree with 
everything [Charley] says, but there’s something | can 
learn from him.” As a “dreamer,” | get angry when 
people don’t give a damn about my visions of “what 
could be.” But when | look at myself realistically, | 
don't act any different than the people whose lifestyles 
| criticize! The FOM stories show that individuals usu- 
ally act similarly to the people (such as the “male 
race” or “narrowminded”) who they scorn. It shows 
that the things we dislike in others reflect ourselves. 

| often read social activist literature encouraging 
me to challenge other people’s ways of living. The 
problem with this is that it could lead me to having 
unrealistic dreams—like Dude wanting to live off his 
art—or being a failed idealogue—like the “feminist” 
Annie. The lesson being: What the hell is the point in 
dreaming of a better world if you have to treat people 
like crap to get there!? But fortunately | have also 
read FOM, which | feel really encourages me to start 
looking at my own failures and merits, and appreciat- 
ing those of others. 

Being the “dreamer” (or whiner?) that | am, | 
could waffle for pages. But | must simply and deeply 
thank you for FOM. Your storytelling is helping me to 
transform my life, and whether or not you intended 
this, it means a lot to me. 

Thanks, 
Nathan Williams 
Springwood, Blue Mountains, 3 
Australia 
Thanks for your comments. The problem with a 
story about real men is that it presumes I know 
what that is. I don’t. And if I try to pretend I do, 
the audience will sense that I’m preaching, and 
resist. So I can only share what I've found it not 
to be (for me at least). 


Reading a 50-page story is alot 
easier than writing and drawing it. 
The fact is, FOM is slowing down 
Maxx. lakes so long to get FOM out 
that folks start to wonder where 
Maxx is. | really appreciate everybody 
supporting another book, but I just 
don't have the physical and emotional 
resources to do two at once. 
Apparently | have to choose, so I'm 
choosing to stick with Maxx. 

I just want to tell stories in one 
book-my life is starting to feel too 
compartmentized. So in the future, 
some Maxx stories will have Maxx 
characters, and some won't. If you 
guys will promise to pull behind that 
book, | promise to give it all I've got. 

Anyway. like I said, thanks for 
supporting FOM!! 


